
Cultural exchange - the best way to learn language

To learn something you have to come out of your shell and conquer the fear of being judged
by others. The same applies when somebody is trying to learn a language. Although it is
challenging and honest persistence requiring job, it is worth it - to know a language means to
know the culture, to know new people and be able to express yourself, to be a part of some
community.

For an eager learner of any age, a cultural or language exchange in a foreign country is a
big adventure. Staying abroad, however, offers much more than the opportunity to learn a
language. It's an experience! You get to know the culture, people first hand. And in many
case studies, language learning by staying in another country is one of the quickest ways to
break the ice on language learning. Of course, it is easier to try expressing yourself, when
you want to be understood by others and you want to explain yourself in more intricate ways
than just saying out loud your needs. You want to provide meaningful opinions, advice, and
connect with future friends. You can expect the benefits to continue when you return home
and in the years that follow.

Moving abroad is challenging and almost impossible for many people, but going on a quick
adventure by organizing a trip or taking part in an international project is always a good
opportunity to expand your vocabulary.

Many international projects' goals are to improve language skills and get to know the
language from a cultural perspective. These experiences lead you to learn more than you
imagined: with so much control over your cultural and language exchange, you will be faced
with unique language-learning opportunities in authentic situations.

By taking a chance and exploring the world and unknown places can bring you so much
more than you even anticipated. All activities focus not only on learning and practicing the
language but also on understanding the customs and traditions of the country where the
language is spoken. It’s a fantastic way to learn or improve your language skills while
meeting new people and improving your skills.

Online cultural exchange

The COVID-19 pandemic restricted many opportunities and changed the way we behaved
and interacted with each other. Therefore in many cases it has opened up a way for us to
use online resources to find ways to interact with each other. Many online events showed
that we all can get the same experience, discussion and participation just by willingly talking
to the screen, being attentive and open for communication.

Find a discussion based event or quick training on a topic you are interested in, and try out
your language skills.

For example many conferences, conventions and other events can be attended just by a few
clicks. Look out for things you are interested in - comic cons, popular internet culture
festivals, book fairs, awards and many other events await you in both - personal and online.



It’s even more fun to go and visit such an event in another country, but if you are shy or don’t
have an opportunity, you are still able to get as much experience online too!

In language learning you have to be brave, willing to try and grow, and also not afraid of
failure. We all learn and we all fail, but in an environment where people are already using the
language it is much easier for us to adapt and try our best to use the language we learned
and to truly test one’s skills.


